CHILDREN IN OUR PRISONS THORSTEN SELLIN
We in the United States are proud of our work for the welfare of our children. At its best our child welfare legislation is second to none. In the case of the delinquent child, we have created juvenile courts and some model institutions; and we have accepted the principle that the child offender should be clearly distinguished in law from the adult or near-adult, and should be treated as a socially neglected child to be provided with opportunities for wholesome educational and corrective influences. In spite of these professed beliefs, we constantly fall short of our ideals. Most of our "juvenile courts" are travesties of that ideal and we still confine some children in our jails to await trial and send them to prisons or reformatories designed for older offenders.
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